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NUNEHAM-COURTENAY. 


Ay T the general 8 this Manor belonged 
to Richard de Curcy: afterwards to the family of 
Riparys, or Redvers. Mary, youngeſt daughter 
of Wm. de Redvers, Earl of Devon (who, as 
well as his uncle William, was ſurnamed de Ver- 
non), married Robert de Courtenay, Baron of 
Okehampton, in 1214-—- tt is probable that by this 
marriage the manor of Nuneham paſſed into the 
family of Courtenay, and thence aſſumed the name 
of Nuneham- Courtenay 

After them ſucceeded (the Pollards) Sir John 
Pollard of Devon. From thence it came to — 
Audley of the Court of Wards, called the Rich 
Audley. 
From him to Robert Wright, Biſhop of Litch- 
field, whoſe ſon, Calvert Wright, ſold it to John 
Robinſon, of London, Merchant (temp. Ol. 
Cromwell), knighted in 1660, by King Charles 


z IL and made Lieutenant of the Tower. 
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From the Robinſons it deſcended to David 


Earl of Wemys (who married Mary, daughter 


and Coheir of Sir John Robinſon, Baronet), from 
whom it was purchaſed in the year 1710, by Si- 


| mon, firſt Lord Harcourt, Lord High Chancellor 


of England. | 

The houſe was built by the late Earl an 
but has ſince been much altered and enlarged, 
according to the deſigns of Mr. Brown. It is a 
plain and regular ſtone edifice, conſiſting of a 
principal floor between a baſement and attic ſtory, 
and connected with two projecting wings by in- 
flected corridores, with galleries over them. Its 


interior arrangement is convenient, elegant, and 


magnificent; and its principal apartments are fit- 
ted up in a taſte, that takes a middle courſe be- 
tween the heavy ſtyle of former times, and the 


frippery decoration of modern faſhion. We ſnall 


only add, that Nuneham-Houſe is not too ſmall 
for a high ſtation, nor too large for comfort. It 


has à valuable collection of pictures, and is mark- 


ed by many curious and intereſting circumſtances. 

The immediate approach to the houſe is on a 
deſcent, which, though gradually and judiciouſly 
broken, will not admit of grandeur : but exhibits 


that tranquil appearance, which the painters call 


repoſe. This effect is, in a great meaſure, pro- 
duced by three groups of large ſpreading elms, 

which in different forms preſent themſelves at a 
| ſhort diſtance in the front; and are connected by 


fide ſcreens of trees with the wings of the build- 


ing. 
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ing. Theſe groups form a kind of venerable in- 
cloſure, and are well calculated to produce effect ; 


for on paſling through this entrance to the apart- 


ments of the back front, the blaze of proſpect, 


which there burſts upon the view, is nen 


by the comparative gloom of the paſſage to it. 
The park contains twelve hundred acres. It 

is well wooded, and poſſeſſes great variety. The 

home part conſiſts of lawns, which riſe and fall in 


eaſy ſwells, varying without breaking the ſurface, 


and whoſe extenſive ſpace is decorated with ſingle 
trees and with groups of various ſize and figure; 
beyond the lawns it aſſumes a more wild and fo- 
reſt-like- appearance. On the eaſtern fide the 


proſpect is broken into two diſtin views by the 


hills of Wittenham, at the diſtance of about five 


miles. To the right the country opens to the re- 
mote parts of Berkſhire which border upon Hamp- 


ſhire ; and on the left there is an expanſe of cul- 
tivated country, which 1s terminated by the hills 


of Buckinghamſhire, To the ſouth the horizon 


is broken by the range of hills which riſe above 
the White-horſe vale, To the weſt the park falls 
in thick wood or open grove towards the Thames ; 
and on the north it is bounded by the village of 
Nuneham. All theſe various objects are ſeen in 
ſucceſſion, in the courſe of a riding that leads 
along the boundary of the park. 

We now proceed to the gardens, which were 
laid out by Mr. Brown. They contain in them- 


ſelves no more than thirty-eight acres; but the 


B2 country 
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country which they command is very extenſive, 


and ſeveral inlets of park ſcenery make a conſi- 
derable addition to their beauties. The walk from 


the door of the breakfaſt-room round the ſouth 
ſide of the garden is ſomething more than half a 
mile. From the fame place along the terrace on 
the northern ſide round the hill at the end of it, 


and back again, the walk is rather more than a 


mile; and from this central point we 3 begin 
our deſcription. 


The fore-ground from the houſe is a knoll, 


which ſoftens off into glades on both ſides. To 
the right it finks and riſes again with an eaſy bend 


to another knoll of a different form, and more 


thickly wooded. It falls gently to the left, and 
continues in a varying ſucceſſion of ſurface to the 
woody riſing grounds of the park. From the 
eentre of this ſpot a very extenſive proſpect pre- 
ſents itſelf to the view, which is broken into two 
ſeparate pictures by a group of large elms on the 


pointed extremity of the knoll. To the right, the 
eye, glancing by a grove, is firſt caught by a long 


reach of the Thames (ſomewhat intercepted by 
trees), which flows at the diſtance of about a 
quarter of a mile through the meadows in the bot- 


tom: it then catches various views of the river 
as it winds in the vale between this place and Ox- 


ford, whoſe towers, domes, and ſpires, compoſe a 
ſuperb object. The higher ground of Blenheim 
park is ſeen beyond it, and the dark maſs of Bag- 
ley wood with the aan. country finiſh the 

| nig 
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right- hand proſpect. To the left hand the view 
is more open, and comprehends a larger ſpace. 
Here the eye, after paſſing a broad indented ſweep 
of lawn, broken in the fore- ground by a clump 
of birches, riſes to the hill on which the antient 
Conduit of Carfax appears amidit a grove of 
oaks: it then ſtretches on to the wood, beneath 
the hanging ſhade of which the Thames purſues 
1 its courſe, towards Abingdon. The nearer part of 
0 the wood bounds the proſpect; but the fartheſt 
4 line of it, inclining gradually to the water, lets in 
. the blue hills of Berkſhire, which joining thoſe 
15 of Wiltſhire above the White-horſe vale, are at 


| length loſt in a very diſtant horizon. Faringdon 
hill, with the tuft of trees upon its ſummit, is diſ- 


| — tinctly ſeen at the diſtance of eighteen miles; and 
} the ſpire of Abingdon riſes in the intermediate le- 
i vel. Such are theſe two diſtin& pictures, of both 
z which the central group of elms forms the fide 
b ſcreen, A feat in the front of theſe trees unites 
1 them. This ſpot, being more prominent, takes 
3 in more of the northern meadows, and woods 
of Nuneham. The village of Heddington, on 
a hill, at the diſtance of five miles, forms a 
; boundary to the north, which falls gradually down 

- 1- to Oxford; here alſo Ifley tower, on a high bank 


{ 2 of the river, more: ſenſibly unites with the towers 
4 of that city; and by apparently lengthening its 

{ form, adds to the grandeur of its character. 

This deſcription comprehends the exterior fea- 


tures of the principal view from Nuneham; which 
7 B 3 __ however 
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however will be ſeen again and again in the ſub- 
diviſions of it, that will be occaſionally caught as 
we purſue the line of the garden. We ſhall there- 
fore proceed along the path, on the northern ſide 


of the houſe; in paſſing the arcade, a long arch 
of foliage forms an opening to the weſt end of 


the church: the entrance to which, being orna- 
mented by a ſemi-rotunda of columns ſupporting 
a dome, produces the appearance of a ſmall tem- 
ple. The path then rounds the top of a ſlope, 
that ſhelves down to the bottom, broken with 


groups of trees; over which Radley, the ſeat of 


Sir George Bowyer, is ſeen riſing from its own 
woods. A grove of large elms ſucceeds, which aſ- 


cends to the weſt end of the church, and the walk 
winding round it, reaches the principal portico of 


that beautiful ſtructure, It conſiſts of ſix large 
Ionic columns, that ſupport a pediment, ahove 


-which the dome riſes from the center of the build- 
ing. It ſtands on the brow of a hill which takes 


a circular ſweep to the right, while the grove, 


which we have juſt paſſed, occupies the declivity 
to the left. In its front the ground deſcends with 
inequality of ſurface, to a glade which falls away 
beneath the branches of trees towards the mea- 
dow. Large elms, feathering down to the ground, 


form in the. bottom an irregular boundary ; and at 
the top of the hill beyond, the village of Hed- 
dington is ſeen at the diſtance of a few miles. 


__ The path now proceeds under the ſhade of ſpread- 


ing beeches; through the openings in which, are 
occa- 


| . 
occaſionally let in views of Oxford and of the vil - 
lage of Radley. A little farther on from be- 


neath a venerable elm, the Thames is ſeen in two 
ſeparate branches; but in that immediately before 


it, the ground aſſumes ſuch pleaſing ſhapes, the fo- 
| liage of the trees form ſuch graceful outlines, which 
correſpond ſo happily with the inequalities of the 


ground; while different clumps make out ſuch 
various, yet natural diviſions, that they altogether 
compoſe a ſcene of very uncommon ſylvan beauty. 
The walk now takes a more terrace-like form, 
and the ſame objects are ſeen in different views, 


till upon an aſcent into a thick grove, the ſcene 


is changed to gloomy ſhade, in the middle of which 
is an opening into a ſequeſtered part of the park. 
The walk goes round the hill, and returns into the 


| fame path. But though in the return to the houſe 
the ſame objects are ſeen, their appearance is ſo 


changed, and their poſitions ſo varied, that they 


aſſume an air of novelty. At the re- entrance 


into what may be called the Church-glade, that 


building is ſeen at its utmoſt diſtance, and pro- 


duces its beſt effect. The convex ſurface imme- 
diately before it, uniting with a concave ſweep, 
gives the declivity which falls in various grada- 
tions a moſt pleaſing outline; and forms a con- 


_ traſt to the trees, which ſpread over the dell, and 
the ſteep, or cover the ſummit of the hill : and 


when all the ſurrounding features are brought into 
one view, from a ſtation, where every external 


object is excluded, the whole forms a ftriking 


'B4 bpbiece 


ES] 


piece of ſcenery. The walk now repaſſes the por. 
tico, and deſcends to the houſe; from whence, 
as a central point, we proceed to the ſouth fide 
of the garden; and, turning the corner, juſt touch 
on the extremity of a lawn, that declines towards 
the river, to enter a plantation on the upper part 
of it. A broad gravel path leads through it, be- 
tween unequal breadths of graſs, planted here and 
there with detached trees. In one part the walk 
is enlivened by an opening into the park, where 
you have an extenſive view of a lawn well wooded. 
A little onward is Lady Harcourt's oak; a noble 
tree, which is peculiarly ſtriking, from the circum- 
ſtance that the branches, which extend to a con- 
ſiderable diſtance, reft upon the ground almoſt on 
all fides. A little farther to the left is a highly 


ornamented ſeat of the Corinthian order, deſigned 


by Saunders. And not far diſtant is another oak, 


which is called Whitehead's; and near it, on the 


projecting point of a brow, where the country 
again unfolds its magnificence of proſpect, is an 


urn erected as a memorial of his virtues and his 
genius. The urn ſtands on a pedeſtal which bears 


the following inſcription, written by Mr. Maſon: 


Harcourt and friendſhip this memorial raiſe, 
Near to the oak where Whitchead oft reclin'd, 
Where all that nature robed by art diſplays, 
With charms congenial, footh'd his poliſh'd mind, 
Let Faſhion's votaries, let the © ſons of fire I 
The genius of that modeſt Bard deſpiſe, 
Who bade diſcretion regulate his lyre, 


| Studious to pleaſe, but ſcorning to ſurpriſe ; 
Enough 


191 
Enough for him, if thoſe who ſhared his love 
Through life, who virtue more than verſe revere, 


Here penſive pauſe, while circling round the grove, I 
And drop the heart-paid tribute of a tear. 


From the prominence where the urn ſtands, Rad- 
ley with the woods beyond it is ſeen riſing from 
the meadows; to the right you have a view of 


Oxford, and the intervening valley is watered by 


the Thames: towards Abingdon the proſpect is 
broken by a fore-ground of ſcattered trees, and 
only the ſpire of the church is viſible. To the 


| Left the ground falls abruptly into a glen in the 
park, but immediately riſes into an extenſive brow 


covered with oaks ; which are ſo thick, as to form 
a mals of foliage in the diſtant view of them; and 
ſo diſtin, as on a nearer approach to ſhew the 
turf around them. The riding, which has been 
already mentioned, after tracing the diſtant parts of 
the park, paſſes through an adjoining wood, where 


itt takes an entire new character: the right hand 
bank is very abruptly fteep; the bold ſwells of 


ground, with the large trees that were left at the 


original thinning of the wood. and the variety of 


growth in the coppice around them, cannot but 
attract the painter's eye. To the left the river 
bends gracefully at the foot of the hill, is ſome- 
times ſeen beneath the ſtems of the trees, and 


_ ſometimes concealed by the intervening underwood. 


In one part of the drive the coppice is always 


| kept low, in order to preſent the moſt pictureſque 


view in the whole place, of the river, of the houſe, 
4 — 


with the knoll it ftands on, and the maſs of trees 
which forms its back- ground. On quitting the '£ 
wood there is another view of the houſe of Carfax 

and the river. The riding continues on through - 
the upper range of this grove; and in a part of 

it, Oxford is ſeen to more advantage than from 


any other ſpot. The point of view is where the þ 
ground falls, in an abrupt deſcent, to a large group | 
of trees in a hollow bottom; whoſe tops uniting 1 
in one ſurface form a broad baſe to Oxford, and | | 


give it an artificial elevation, which is peculiar to 
this proſpect. The riding, when it quits the | 
©. + * grove, paſſes over a lawn, and returns to the houſe I 
from whence we began our circuit. The general 
character of Nuneham is cheerfulneſs and ame- 
nity ; its diſtinguiſhing feature, variety of ſurface. 
The buildings are but few, and aid the character 
of their reſpective ſcenes. The Church, which 
we have hitherto only mentioned as aſſiſting the 
pictureſque effect, was erected at the ſole expence 
of the late Earl Harcourt : who himſelf gave the 
original deſign, which received a very ſlight al- 
teration from Mr. Stuart. The inſide has been 
fitted up, and finiſhed by the preſent Earl. The 
interior form, and the ſimplicity of the building, 
is very pleaſing; its only ornaments are a piece of 
tapeſtry, repreſenting the chiefs of the twelve tribes 
of Ifrael at the paſſover, and a painting in the Al- 
tar piece, by the Reverend Mr. Maſon. The ſub- 
ject, which is the good Samaritan, is well con- 
ceived, and treated with no common ſkill. In this 
Fir: . | Church 
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Church alſo there is a barrel organ, upon which is 
ſet Mr. Maſon's muſic for the reſponſes to the 
commandments, and for ſome of his pſalms and 
his Sunday hymns, which are ſung here. The ad- 
joining flower- garden was chiefly formed by him, 
and he ſuggeſted the alterations on the north ter- 
race. So that in a very ſmall ſpace we have ſpe- 
cimens of his genius, in muſic, painting, and poet- 
ry; his taſte in improving the beauties of nature, 
and, what is moſt ſoothing to thoſe who loved 
him, a proof that he applied his talents to the no- 
bleſt purpoſe, that of celebrating the praiſes of 
Him from whom he received them. 
The flower-garden has no viſible connection 
with the pleaſure- ground. The entrance is from 
the path which aſcends towards the Church, be- 
neath the pediment of a Doric gate, on which 
the following ſentence, from J. J. Rouſſeau, is in- 
ſcr:bed, ſo beautifully alluſive to the world of 
flowers: Si Auteur de la nature eft grand dans 
les grandes choſes, il eſt tris-grand dans les petites. 
The firſt object which preſents itſelf in the gar- 
den, is the buſt of Flora on a term. p 


Here ſprings the Violet all newe, 
And freſh Perwinke riche of hewe; 
And Flonris yalowe, white, and rede ) 
Such plenti grew ther ner in mede : 
Full gai is all the grounde, and queint 
d poudrid, as men had it peint, 
R 
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With many a freſh and ſondry Floure 
* caſtin up ful gode ſavoure. 
 CHAUCER, 


A gravel walk incloſed with ſhrubs bends gently 
to the right, when the view ſoon opens on the 


left to an irregular ſlope, enriched with large tufts 


of flowers, and ſtretching on beneath arches form- 


ed by boughs of trees, of various ſhape and foliage. 
A wide ſpreading elm, whoſe branches touch the 
ground, is a kind of central object. The walk 


then continues between detached trees, till the eye 


is confined on either fide, by a thick ſhrubbery, 
that unites to the right with a plantation in the 
park. On a rifing bank is a ſtatue of Hebe, with 


the following infcription ; 


Hebe, from thy cup divine, 
Shed, O ſhed ! nectareous dews, 
Here o'er Nature's living ſhrine, 
Th' immortal drops diffuſe : 
Here while every bloom's diſplay'd, 
Shining fair in vernal pride, 
; Catch the colours ere they fade, 
And check the green blood's ebbing tide, 
Till youth eternal like thine own prevail, 
Safe from the night 8 damp wang or day's inſidious gale. 
or WHirFazaD, Eſq. 


The path now becomes narrower, and through 


an arched rock covered with ivy, leads to the 
grotto, which is deſigned in imitation, of a natural 


cavern. It is compoſed of rough ſtones, inter- 


mixed 
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mixed with ſpars and petrifactions; its form is 


irregular, and the inner part receives a gloomy 
light from an aperture in the roof. On one ſide 
on a piece of nn are theſe lines from Milton's 


8 Comus; ö 


Muſing Meditation moſt affects 
The penſive ſecrecy of deſert cell, 
And Wiſdom's (elf 
Oft ſeeks to ſweet retired Solitude, 
Where with her beſt nurſe, Contemplation, 
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her win 
That in the various buſtle of reſort, | 
Were all too ruffled, and ſometimes impaired. 


The front of the grotto is almoſt concealed by 
ivy, climbing amidſt a variety of rock plants; 
and, through a ſmall opening of the ſhrubs before 


it, is caught a glimpſe of the garden. A little far- 
ther, on a long llanting ſtone, which appears to 


be the ſmooth part of a crag, and is overſhadowed 
with laurels, is the following inſeription, by W 
Whitehead, Eſq. to the memory of Walter Clark, 
Floriſt, 


on him, whoſe very ſoul was here, _ 
Whoſe duteous, careful, conſtant toil 
Has varied with the varying year TE 1 
To make this gay profeſſion ſmile, . 257 
Whoſe harmleſs life, in ſilent flow, | | 
Within theſe circling ſhades has paſs'd, 
What happier death could heaven beſtow 
Than in thels hades to breathe ks laſt, 


* 
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Twas here he fell: nor * removd 
Has earth receiv'd him in her breaſt, 
Still faſt beſide the ſcenes he lov'd, 
In holy ground his reliques reſt, 


Each clamb' ring woodbine, flaunting roſe, 


Which round yon Bower he taught to wave, 
With every fragrant briar that blows, 

Shall lend a wreath to bind his grave. 
Each village matron, village maid, 

Shall with chaſte fingers chaplets tye, 
Due honours to the rural dead, 

And emblems of mortality. 


Each village ſwain, that paſſes by, 


A ſigh ſhall to his mem'ry give, 
For ſure his death demands a figh, ' 
Whoſe life inſtrufts them how to live. 
I ſpirits walk, as fabling age - 
Relates to childhood's wond'ring ear, 
Full oft does fancy dare preſage, | 
Shall Walter's faithful ſhade be here; 
Athwart yon glade, at night's pale noon 
Full oft ſhall glide with buſy feet, 


And by the glimmerings of the moon 


Reviſit each belov d retreat: 
Perhaps the taſks on earth he knew 
Reſume, corre& the gadding ſpray, 
Bruſh from the plants the ſickly dew, 
' Or chaſe the noxious worms away. 
The burſting ſhrubs ſhall gladlier grow, 
No midnight blaſts the flowers ſhall fear, 


And many a fair effect ſhall ſhow 


At morn, that Walter has been here. 
Nay, every morn in times to come, 

If quainter ringlets curl the ſhade, 
If richer breezes breathe perfume, 

If ſofter ſwell the verdant glade; 


If 
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If neatneſs charm a thouſand ways, 
Till nature almoſt art appear, 
Tradition's conſtant, fav rite phraſe 
Shall be, Poor Walter has been here! 


From this ſpot there is an eaſy wave of the 
ground with an opening into the interior part of 
the garden, beyond which is a buſt of Rouſſeau, 
with an inſcription by Sir Brooke Boothby. 


RO USS EA u. 


Say, is thy honeſt Heart to Virtue warm! 
Can Genius animate thy feeling Breaſt ! 
Approach, behold this venerable Form, 
"Tis Rouſſeau, let thy Boſom ſpeak the reſt. 


The walk then winds to the left, where a rude 
and pictureſque elm over-canopies a feat which 
commands a gay and airy ſpot, oppoſed to the 
thick ſhrubbery we have juſt paſſed: we now * 
aſcend a ſlope, on which are ſeveral ſingle trees, to 
the temple of Flora. This building is after a de- 
ſign of a Doric portico at Athens; and in the 
centre of the back wall is a medallion of Flora, 
from the antique, in white marble, and the follows 


: ing inſcription from Arioſto; 3 


Vaghi boſchetti di ſoavi Allori, 

Di Palme, e d'ameniſſime Mortelle, 
Cedri, & Aranci, c'havean frutti e fiori, 
Conteſti in varie forme e tutte belle, 

Facean riparo a i fervidi calori 

Di giorni eſtivi con lor ſpeſſe ombrelle ; 

E tra quei rami con ſicuri voli, 

Cantando ſe ne giano i Rofhignoli ' 
ts 
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Its entrance is ſupported on wie Gde-by the buſt 
of Pan, with the following inſcriptions ; 


Here rites al Pan, 
Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance, 
; Leads on thi eternal Spring. . MIL ron. 
** on the — by that of Faunus, with the 
following inſcription 
Famue would oft, as Horace ſings, 


Delighted with his rural ſeats, 
Forſake Arcadia's groves and ſprings, 
For ſoft Lueretile's retreats. 
Twas Beauty charm'd, what wonder then, 
Enamour'd of a fairer ſcene, 


The changeful God ſhould change again, 


| And here for ever fix his reign ! 
i i | | W. WHITEREAD, Eſq. 
1 It is placed on a gentle riſe, from which there is 


an inclining glade, terminated at the oppoſite ex- 

j _ tremity of the garden by a cinerary urn, erected 

Ml to the memory of Mr, Maſon, with the following 
| inſcription; 3 


r —— 2 — — 
w —— . 
— Y 
ne EO SENSE ene: 


The Poet's Going ths Painter s eye, 

In this thy lov'd retreat, we pleas'd deſcry: ; 

Ah Maſon! in the ſcene thy fancy dreſt, 
Oft ſhall the ſigh of forrow heave the breaſt, 


Oft recollection picture to the mind, 
14 The various talents that in thee were join'd ; 
= And while thy lofty genius well may claim. 
\ = The brighteſt guerdon from the hand of fame, 


Thy ſimple manners, that diſdain'd all art, 
The genuine piety that warm'd thy heart, 1 
| Thy 
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11 
Thy ſteady friendthip, juſtly might require 
Numbers like thoſe that once inform'd thy lyre: 


Ah fruitleſs wiſh! for ever mute that ftrain, 
And Numbers worthy thee® we aſk in vain. 


The urn is ſcen in a kind of receſs darkened by 


the drooping branches of a large ſpruce-fir, that 


_ overſhadows it, and by the ſhrubs with which it 


is ſurrounded. This. glade is formed by an irre- 


gular line of the ſeveral beds of flowers and ſhrubs 
on either fide, with cypreſſes projecting before 


them. From the temple of Flora the path bends 
to the right, between large elms, and makes a 
gentle deſcent before it reaches the bower, which 
is a ſquare. building with a coved ceiling, and 


painted green. The front is an arched treillage of 


the ſame colour, interwoven with jeſſamine, wood- 
bine, and other creeping plants. On either ſide 
of it are buſts of Venus and Apollo, with the fol- 


lowing inſcri F 


Buſt of VENUS. 


Thee, Goddeſs, thee the clouds and tempeſts fear, 

And at thy pleaſing preſence diſappear: | 

For thee the land in n flow rs is dreſs d. 
D&YDEN, from Lucretius. 


Buſt of APOLLO. 


Lucido Dio, per cui ig fioriſce. 
METASTASIO. 


Within i is a caſt of Cupid and Pſyche, from the 


antique, and this inſcription over the middle arch; 
Fair 
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Fair Quiet, have 1 found thee 3 
With Innocence thy ſiſter dear 

Miſtaken long, I ſought thee then, 

In buſy companies of Men. 

Your ſacred Plants, at length I know, 
Will only in retirement grow. 
Society is all but rude, 

To this delicious Solitude, 

Where all the Flowers and Trees * eloſe 
To weave the Garland of Repoſe. | 


AND, MARVEL. 


There is ſomething in the inſide form of this 
bower, which gives it a peculiar and moſt pleaſ- 
ing quietneſs : while the view through the arches 
acroſs the centre of the garden is gay with © ſhrubs 
and flow'rets of a thouſand dies, backed by a 
plantation of very high elms beyond its boundary. 
The walk now bends to the left, when, on a bank 
between two beeches, is a Buſt of Prior. 


Buſt of PRIOR. 


See, Friend, in ſome few fleeting Hours, 
See yonder what a change is made! 
Ah me! the blooming pride of May, 
And that of beauty are but one; 
Alt morn, both flouriſh, bright and gay, 
| Both fade at evening, pale and gone. 


The ground declines every where from hence 
with a beautiful irregularity: The path, as it de- 
ſcends from this ſpot, makes a bolder bend, and 
within a receſs 1 in the ſhrubbery i is an urn placed on 

an 


191 
an altar, on which is the following inſcription, by 
Mr. Whitehead. 


Sacred to the Kink of Frances Poole, Viſcounteſs pal- 
merſton. 


Here ſhall our Ung* ring footſteps oft be FOE 
This is her ſerine, and conſecrates the ground. 
Here living ſweets around her altar riſe, 
And breathe perpetual incenſe to the ſkies, 
Here too the thoughtleſs and the young may tread, 
Who ſhun the drearier manſions of the dead; 
May here be taught what worth the world has known. 
Her wit, her ſenſe, her virtues were her own 3 
To her peculiar—and for ever loſt 
To thoſe who knew, and therefore loy'd her moſt, 
O! if kind Pity ſteal on Virtue's eye, 
Check not the tear, nor ſtop the uſeful ſigh ; 
From ſoft Humanity's ingenuous flame, 
A with may riſe to emulate her fame, 
And ſome faint image of her worth reſtore, 
When thoſe, who now lament her, are no more. 


The Conſervatory next appears ; orange trees 
of various kinds are planted in the ground; and 
during the ſummer, the front, ſides, and roof of the 
building are removed, the back wall is covered 
with a treillage, againſt which are planted exotic 
jeſſamines, &c. | 

At the turn of the walk you have a view of the 
principal glade to the temple of Flora, the co- 
lumns of which, ſeen at a diſtance and broken by 
the intervening ſhrubs, appear to great advantage. 
In quitting this garden, a ſtranger to it will ſcarce- 
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of ground. But ſuch is the irregularity of its ſur- 


qual dimenſions, and the trees are of a growth and 
figure, which at once harmonize with, and give 
variety to the ſcenery, In this deſcription it may 


in unexpected ſucceſſion. A flower- garden, where 


e 


have aſſiſted in the . 


14 


ly believe that it occupies little more than an acre 


face, the diſpoſition of its trees, the arrangement 
of its flowers, the ſucceſſion of its artificial embel- 
liſhments, and the judicious conduct of the ſur- 
rounding path, that it appears very conſiderably 
larger than it really is. The tufts of flowers and 
clumps of ſhrubs are of various ſhapes and une- 


appear that the artificial ornaments are too nume- 
rous for the ſmall limits of the place which they 
adorn ; but they are ſo managed, as to be ſeen only 


all is bloom and fragrance, and where nature ap- 
pears in her gayeſt dreſs, admits of all the embel- 
liſhment which art can beſtow. But taſte alone 
could not have formed this lovely ſpot. Indeed fo 
much of invention and fancy is diſplayed in it, that 
it is apparent the genius of poetry muſt ny 
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CATALOGUE 
| =. 
THE FITCTURES. 
9 — —ñ—eę ͤ 
THE SALON. 


30 by 16, and 18 feet 6 high. 


Over one of the chimneys, Suſanna and the El- 
4 by Annibale Caracci. 

Over the other, two Beggar Boys, by Murillio; 3 
it came from Penſhurſt. 

The following eight Heads hang on either apts 
of them. 

William, fifth Lord Paget, by Sir Peter Lely. 

The Lady Anne Finch, Daughter of Sir Tho- 
mas Finch, Bart. and firſt Earl of Winchelſea, 
wife to Sir William Waller, the Taran Ge- 
neral; by Vandyk, or old Stone. 

George Simon Viſcount Nuneham, Fe” Earl 
Harcourt) at the age of 17, by Sir Joſhua Rey- 
nolds. The tranſparent colouring of this picture 


can ſcarcely be ſurpaſſed, 


Philip Duc de Vendome (Grand Phjenix in 
I710) by Pierre Mignard. This fine portrait was 


a preſent from the Honourable Horace Walpole. 


A . of one of the Harcourt family, by 
Mirevelt, 
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Mirevelt, a preſent from Harcourt Powell, Efq. 
very good. 

Maurice of Naſſau, Prince of G by 
Mirevelt. 

Nathaniel Lord Crewe (afterwards Biſhop of 
Durham) when young, by Lely, ſtrongly and fine- 
ly coloured, and one of the beſt. * of that 
Maſter. 

Elizabeth Vernon, Wife to Henry Earl of 
Southampton, by Cornelius Janſen. It came from 
Stoke Poggis, and was a preſent from the Lady 
Charlotte Finch, daughter to the Earl of Pom- 
fret: it is lettered at the back, in the hand- writ- 
ing of her grand daughter, the celebrated Rachael 
Lady Ruſſell, 

Over the centre door, a Nymph with Cupids, 


repreſenting Night, by Valerio Caſtelli. 


Over the other two doors, Aubrey Vere, twen- 


tieth and laſt Earl of Oxford, of that Houſe, by 


Walker. 
Baron Rhynwick, by Porbus, an excellent por- 


trait, and the wn in er., remarkably 


fine. 
At ene end of the room, Queen Henrietta Ma- 


ria, an undoubted Vandyk. 


Under it a Nativity, by Pietro da petri 
At the other end of the room, the Lady Mary 
Tufton, Daughter of John ſecond Earl of Tha- 


net, and firſt Wife to Sir William Walter, Bart. 
of Sareſden in Oxfordſhire, by Lely. 


Under 


n 


Sir Toby Mathew's letters: it was addreſſed to 
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Under it dead Game, by Fytt, from the collec- 
tion of Mr. Bagnolo; very fine. 


THE ANTE ROOM. 


24 by 15 feet and 18 6 inches high. 


Over the chimney, Louis XIV, by Mignard: 
beneath which hang three ſmall and beautiful 
Landſcapes, with figures and animals, by Morland; 
preſents from W. Cowden, Efq. 

Over the arches, two ſketches of a Boar and 
a Stag, attacked by dogs; by Oudry. | 

Within the recefles, a Landſcape, with he OE 


by Swanvelt. 


A Landſcape, by Gaſparo Pouſſin. The ſame 
ſubject, on a larger ſcale, was in the collection of 


the late Prince of Wales, and is now at the 


Queen's Houſe. 
At one end of the room, King William hunt- 


ing, with ſeveral attendants, by Wotton. 


Sir William Waller, the Parliament General, 
Son of Sir Thomas Waller, Conſtable of Dover 
Caſtle, and Margaret daughter of Sampſon Len- 


nard Lord Dacre; a preſent from Martha Har- 


court, Lady Dowager Vernon. At the back of 
this picture (which has been engraved by T. Mil- 
ton, and affixed to Sir William's Vindication, 
written by himſelf and publiſhed in the year 1793) 
is tranſcribed the following letter, preſerved among 


Sir 
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Sir Ralph, afterwards Lord Hopton, before the 
battle of Lanſ{down, and deſerves to be recorded, 


Sir, 1643. 


The experience which I have had of your 
worth, and the happineſſe which I have enjoyed 
in your friendſhip, are wounding confiderations 
to me, when I look upon this preſent diſtance be- 
tween us: certainly, Sir, my affections to you are 
ſo unchangeable, that hoſtilitie itſelf cannot violate 
my friendſhip to your perlon ; but I muſt be true 
to the cauſe wherein I ſerve. The old limitation 
of uſque ad aras holdeth ſtill; and where my con- 
ſcience is intereſted, all other obligations are ſwal- 
lowed up. I ſhould wait on you according to 
your deſire, but that I look on you as engaged in 
that partie beyond the poſſibilitie of retreat, and 


conſequentlie incapable of being wrought upon 


by anie perſuaſion; and I know the conference 
could never be ſo cloſe. betwixt us, but that it 
would take wind and receive a conſtruction to my 
diſhonour. That great God, who is the ſearcher 


of all hearts, knows, with what a ſad fear I go 


upon this ſervice, and with what a perfect hate I 
deteſt a war without an enemie ; but I look upon 
it as opus Domini, which is enough to ſilence all 
paſſion in me. 'The God of peace ſend us, in his 
good time, the bleſſing of peace, and in the mean 


time, fit us to receive it. We are both on the 


ſtage, and muſt act thoſe parts that are aſſigned 


to us in this Tragedy: but let us do it in the way 


of 


1 


of honour, and without perſonal animoſitie ; what- 


ſoever the iſſue of it be, I ſhall never reſign that 
dear title of 


Your moſt 
affectionate friend, and 
faithful ſervant, 
William Waller, 


A Landfcape, with Cattle, by Rogman. 
At the other end, a ruined Bridge, with figures, 


dy Crabetje. 


Under it, Chriſt driving the money-changers 


out of the Temple, by Baſſan, from the Gollec- 


tion of Dr. Peters. 
The Holy Family, by Albano. 
Over one door, the Hon. Simon Harcourt, a 


Son of Simon, firſt Viſcount FRO by Knel- 


ler. 
Over the other, Elizabeth his Wife, Daughter 
of John Evelyn, Eſq. of Wooton in Surry, by 


Dahl. 
PASSAGE. 


Charles Me. firſt Lord Halifax, after 
Kneller. 


Thurloe, Oliver Cromwell enn by 


Wal ker. 
General Lambert, by ditto, 


_ Sir 


f 
N 
! 
| 
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Sir Richard Weſton, Earl of Portland, Lord 
High Treaſurer in the reign of Charles the Firſt: 
an old copy from Vandyk. 

The Lady Fanſhawe, Wife to Sir Richard 
Fanſhawe, Bart. Ambaſſador in Spain, in the reign 
of Charles the Second ; by Cornelius Janſen. 

Hieronymus Vandermyn, painter to William 
Prince of Orange. On the ſtretching frame is the 
following inſcription : The face was done by 
her Royal Highneſs Anne Princeſs of Orange, 
ſoon after her marriage, while the Painter was at- 
tending at St. James's to take the pictures of the 
ſaid Prince and Princeſs, on that happy occaſion. 
He parted with it juſt before his death, which hap- 
pened in February 1741, to Mrs. Clare, of Soho 
Square, London. All but the face was done by 
himſelf. The Princeſs was a good painter, and 
did it in great grace and condeſcenſion.” “?“ 

Philip Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, by 
old Stone, after V andyk. 

A Head, by Cornelius Janſen. 

A Portrait of one of the Harcourt family. 

Francis Beaumont, the dramatic writer. 

Sir Walter Raleigh. ä 

Over one door, a curious Portrait of Jacob 
Hall, the rope dancer. (See les Memoires de 
SGrammont, and nn s Biographical Die- 

tionary.) . 
Ouver the other, W. Kent, the architect, and 6. 
ther of modern ornamental ee, . 
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THE LIBRARY. _ 
32 feet 4 by 19, and 14 feet 4 high. 


| Over the chimney, Mr. Rowe, by Kneller: it 
belonged to Jacob Tonſon, the bookſeller.  _ 

Mr. Prior, by Dahl. 

Mrs. Siddons in the character of label in the 
Fatal Marriage, by Hamilton. 5 

Mr. Gray, by Vandergucht, after Wilſon. 

Mrs. Pritchard, in the character of Hermione 
in the Winter's Tale, by Pine. 

Mr. Whitehead, Poet Laureat, by Wilſon. 
Mr. Pope, by Kneller; the beſt portrait of that 


poet, and one of the beſt works of that maſter: it 


is forcibly and well coloured, and the hand fine. At 
the back of the picture is tranſcribed the following 


letter, from Mr. Pope to Simon firſt Viſcount 
Harcourt, Aug. 22. 1723. never before printed. 


My Lord, 
It is a ſatisfaction to me to tell your Lord- 
ſhip, that I ſhall not be any way difappointed of 


the honour you intend me, of filling a place in 


your library with my picture. I came to town 
yeſterday, and got admiſſion to Sir Godfrey Knel- 


ler, who aſſured me the original was done for your 
Lordſhip, and that you, and no man but you, 


ſhould have it. I ſaw the picture there after. 


wards, and was told then by his man, that you 
c2 had 


t 81 


Had ſent and put a ſeal upon it; ſo I am certain 
this affair is ſettled.- Give me leave, my Lord, 
with great fincerity to thank you for ſo obliging a 
thought, as thus to make me a ſharer in the me- 
mory, as well as I was in the love of a perſon who 
was juſtly the deareſt object to you in the world: 
and thus to be authoriſed by you to be called his 
friend, after both of us ſhall be duſt, I am ever 
with all good wiſhes to your Lordſhip and your 
family (in which too I muft do my mother the 
Juſtice to join her) 


My Lord, | 
your moſt obliged, and moſt 
faithful ſervant, 
A. Pope. 


— 


Cowley. 

Shakeſpear in crayons, by old Vandergucht, 
after the original in the poſſeſſion of the late Duke 
of Chandos; the only authentic one. 

Lord Bacon. | 

John Philips the poet, by 1 
M.iilton, by Vandergucht, after the original in 
the poſſeſſion of Lord Onſlow at the back of 
which is the following inſcription. 


« This original picture of Milton I bought in 
the year 1729 or 30, and paid 20 guineas for it, 
of Mr. Cumberbatch, a gentleman of very good 
confideration in Cheſter, who was a relation and 
executor of the will of Milton's laſt wife, who 
11 „„ died 


3 


died a little while before that time. He told me it 


hung up in her chamber till her death, and that 


ſhe uſed to ſay her huſband gave it her, to ſhew 


her what he was in his youth, being drawn when 


he was about 21 years of age. Ar. Onſlow.” 
Mr. Hawkins Brown (author of the poem, De 


Animi Immortalitate) told me (8th of October 


1753) that he knew this Mrs. Milton, viſited her 
often, and well remembered this picture hanging 
in her chamber, which ſhe faid was of her huſband. 


19 


* 


N this picture with that of Milton in 
his old age, or the print of him by White. 

Mr. Maſon, by Doughty, a ſcholar of Sir Jo- 
ſhua Reynolds, 

Within the receſs. 

The Hon, Horace Walpole, afterwards Earl 
of Orford, by Gogain, after reed 

Ben Jonſon. 

Mr. Addiſon, after Kneller. 

Over one door, Sir Iſaac Newton, by Zeeman. 

Over the other, Dean Swift, from the original 
in the poſſeſſion of the Earl of Lee 3 a 
preſent from Edward Hamilton, Eſq. 

Over the arch, a Buſt in plaiſter, of J. J. Rouſ- 
ſeau, from a mould taken off his face after his 
death; a preſent from Monſieur de Gerardin, at 
whoſe houſe at Ermenonville he died. It has on 
it this inſcription, in his own words: « Le peintre 
de la nature, et Phiſtorien du cœur humain.“ 


— 
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THE EATING ROOM. 
335 feet by 24, and 18 feet 6 high. 
The chimney piece was deſigned by Stuart: 
over it is a picture by Sir Joſhua Reynolds, of the 


preſent Earl and Counteſs (Elizabeth ſecond 
Daughter of George Venables Vernon, firſt Lord 


Vernon) in the coronation robes, and of the Hon. 


William Harcourt, youngeſt Son of the late Earl, 
in the uniform of aide de camp to the King. 
On one fide a large and fine Landſcape, with a 


Water. fall, by Ryſdaal ; the * by Wouver- 


mans. 
Under it a View of part of Naples and its Bay, 
by Gaſparo Occhiali. 
On the other ſide, Dogs and dead Game, a ca- 


pital picture of Snyder. 


Under it a View of part of Rome and the Ti- 
ber, by Occhiali. The pictures of this maſter are 


rare. 


Over one door, a Portrait by Velaſquez, fine, 


and very rare. 


| Over the other, a Boy and a Vaſe with Flowers, 


an aſp hanging to his finger, by Murillo; from the 


collection of Sir Paul Methuen; a preſent from 
Dr. Jones, Biſhop of Kildare. 

At one end of the room, two pictures of the 
Ruins of Rome, &c. with Figures, antique Sta- 
tues, Urns, and Bas Reliefs, by Paolo Panini : 


pee for the late Earl. 
A TED 


1 3 3 
A large Landſcape, by Roſa da Tivoli, not in 
his uſual ſtyle. 


Under them the five following pictures; 

A Landſcape, by Claude le Lorrain. 

Two Fruit pieces, by Michael Anzele. 

Campidoglio; very fine. 5 

A Landſcape, by Swanvelt. 

A Landſcape, by Ruyſdeal, beautiful. 

At the other, end, the meeting of Ulyſſes and 
Nauſicaa very capital, by Salvator Roſa; a pre- 
ſent from the Duke de Harcourt to the late Earl. 

Two other pictures of Ruins, of the ſame ſize, 
and painted by the ſame hand as the former. 

Under them, Noah and his Family preparing 
to enter the Ark, by Imperiali. 

A Boy building a Houſe with Cards; by Char- 
din. From the collection of Mr. hes it has 
been engraved. ? 

A Landſcape with a decayed cottage, by Deck- 
er; one of the beſt of that maſter. © 


THE OCTAGON DRAWING ROOM. 
30 feet by 24, and 18 feet 6 high. - 


On one ſide of the chimney, the Holy Family, 
a celebrated picture by Barocci, known by the 
name of la Madonna della Gatta, from the Cat 
in one corner: it has been etched by himſelf, and 
was in the collection of the Earl of Pomfret. 


C 4 Under 
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Under it the Madonna and Child, very beauti- 
ful, and the latter in particular, admirable. Bought 
out of the Hotel de Hautfort at Paris. 

On the other ſide, a Nativity, by Bronzino, 

Under it, St. John preaching in the wilderneſs, 
by Albano; from the collection of the Earl of 
Waldegrave. 


Mars, Venus, and Cupids, by Nicola pouffi n, 


very capital; from the collection of Mr. Furneſe. 
Under it the three following pictures. 
A beautiful picture of Ruins, with figures, by 
Filippo Laura; from the collection of Dr. Mead. 
A Landſcape, with figures and cattle, by Ber- 
gen; a preſent from Sir John Blaquiere, K. B. 
A Landſcape, by Taverner, equal to Pouſſin, 
and very rare. A preſent from Miſs Fauquier. 
Moſes ſweetening the waters of Meriba, by 
Nicola Pouſſin; the figures larger and more highly 
coloured than thoſe of that maſter uſually are. 
Another picture of Ruins, by the ſame hand, 
and from the ſame collection as the former. 


A highly finiſhed View on the ie by Voſ- ; 


terman; very rare. 
An Evening, with a Shepherd and Sheaps by 
Bamboccio ; a pleaſing and well painted picture. 
The following eight ſmall pictures hang on ei- 
ther ſide of the doors. 


The Trinity, painted on a gold ground, by An- 


drea del Sarto; a preſent to the late Earl, from 
Mr. Knapton the painter. 


Spring, 


— renee — 
—— - — 


— tn ne at — — 
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Spring, with four Cupids, a beautiful picture, 


by Filippo Laura ; a profent from W. F ne 
Eſq· 


Se. Cecilia lying 3 boy Angels, ex 


quiſitely painted by Dominichino. 


Chriſt crowned with thorns, by Alleandro Ver- 


nadie; 


The Holy F amily, by Wb in 200 ayle 
of the old Italian maſters; from the collection of 


Mr. Fauquier. 


A moſt lively and highly finiſhed Head of Sofo- 


niſba Anguſciolo, by herſelf ; very rare, and not 


to be ſurpaſſed. 
Two Views on the Rhine, wy old Greffier. 


THE GREAT DRAWING ROOM. 


11 49 feet by 24, And 18 feet 6 hich. 


The ceiling was deſigned by Stuart, the chim- 
ney piece by Paul Sandby. 

At one end of the room, two large and fine 
Landſcapes, by Van * the figures by Te- 


niers. 


Under them the three following aan 


Maria, ſecond daughter of Sir Edward Wal- 
pole, K. B. Counteſs Dowager of Waldegrave, 


and Ducheſs of Glouceſter, by Sir Joſhua Rey- 


nolds ; it is worthy of Guido, and the ſubject ſuch 

as Guido would have choſen, 1 
A Landſcape with a Cart overturning, 1 
8 Moon- 


= 
Moon- light, a capital picture by Rubens, well 
known by Bolſwaert's print, called 1a Charette 
embourbee ; from the collection of 1 Comte de 
Guiche at Paris. 
A Landſcape with ROT by Both; ; one of the 
fineſt pictures of that hand. 
On one ſide of the ln a mk l No- 
ture by Titian, of St. Margaret It was in the 
collection of King Charles the Firſt, and has been | 
er by Hugh Howard the painter. | 


Under it the three following pictures. 


A very fine Landſcape, by Nicola Pouſſin; ; | 
from the collection of Mr. Houlditch: it has been 
engraved by Vivares. 

A Landſcape with Ruins, by Patel, beautiful; 
from the collection of Monſ. de la Live at Paris, 
which was compoſed of the choiceſt ſpecimens 
that could be procured of the ſeveral maſters of 
the French ſchool. f 

A fine and bright Landſcape, by Gaſparo Poul- 
bay the figures by Nicola. 

On the other ſide a Landſcape, with 1 fi- = 
gures, by Franceſco Bologneſe. | | 


Under it, the three following pictures. 


- -A- Landſcape with figures and cattle, by Ru- 

bens, or Van Uden. 
- ALandſcape with figures and ee by Cuyp, 
from the collection of Lord Kingſland, at Dublin. 
A Moonlight on the OY a FO picture 


of Vander Neer. | 
. FR 
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At the other end of the Room, two other large 
Landſcapes, by Van Artois; the figures in that 
neareſt to the door, by Teniers; all the four from 
the collection of Mr. Bagnols. 

Under it the Holy Family, by Le 6 ; in 
his beſt manner, and very fine. 

The embarkation of K. Charles the Sortind, 
at Mr. an. 1660, with Engliſh and Dutch 
8 Yachts, a capital Vander Veldt. £ 
Louis XIV on horſeback, attended by foveral 
of his courtiers, the Prince de Conde on a dark 
grey horſe, the Vicomte de Turenne on a dun one, 
between him and the King, 


THE PASSAGE. 


William de Harcourt, Knight, ſon of Robert 
and Ifabel, Daughter and heir of Richard de Cam- 
vil, who brought the manor of Stanton into the 
Harcourt family: he adhered to King John in the 
Barons” wars, was at the ſiege of Demietta in the 
Holy Land 1216, and governor of Tamworth 
Caſtle 1219; married, by appointment of the afore- 
ſaid King, Alice eldeſt Daughter and co-heir of 
Thomas Noel of Ellen Hall in the County of 
Stafford. From his tomb in the Cathedral of 
Worceſter. 

Maud, Daughter of John 4220 a of Ro- 
therfield, by his ſecond Wife, Avice Daughter and 
co- heir of John Lord Marmion (which Maud, 

e0- wita 


1 36.03 


with her two brothers, aſſumed the name and atms 
of their mother) Wife of Thomas Harcourt, 


Knight, Son of Sir William and Johanna Daugh- 


ter of Richard Lord Grey of Codnar; obiit 17th of 
Richard the Second. From her Monument at 
Stanton Harcourt. 

Robert Harcourt, Knight, Son of — paul 


= Joan Daughter of Sir Robert Franciſs. He was 
Sheriff of Leiceſter and Warwickſhire 1445, Go- 


vernor of Vernon, &c. in Normandy 1446, and 
elected high Steward of the Univerſity of Oxford, 
the ſame year; Knight of the Garter, third year 
of Edward the Fourth; Commiſſioner with the 
Earl of Warwick and others for the treaty be- 


tween England and France 1467. Slain by the 
Staffords of the Lancaſtrian party, 147 1. From 


his Monument at Stanton Harcourt. 

Michael, Son of Sir Walter Harcourt; he com- 
manded one of his elder brother Robert's ſhips, 
in Sir Walter e eee * Cul 


ea. 


the ſixth, a preſent from Mrs. Wetenhall. 


Margaret, Daughter of Sir John Byron, and 


Widow of Sir William Atherſton, Wife to Sir 
Robert Harcourt, Knight of the Garter, as repre- 
ſented on her curious Monument in Stanton Har- 


e Dharobrivith the-Gures witteite vinttoalone . 


the elbow of the left arm. This is one of the only 
three known examples of female ſepulchral effi- 
e decorated with the n of chat Order: 


the 


Under its a very antient portrait of King ome 


| 
| 
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the other are of Conſtance, Daughter of John Hol- 


land Earl of Huntingdon and Duke of Exeter; 
firſt married to Thomas Mawbrey Duke of Nor- 
folk, and ſecondly, to Sir John Grey, Knight of 
the Garter, (temp. Hen. V.) and Earl of Tan- 
derville in Normandy; on her Monument (now 
defaced) in the Church of St. Katherine near 
the tower, and that of Alice, Daughter of Tho- 
mas Chaucer, wife to William de la Pole Duke of 


Suffolk, in the Church of Ewelm, in Oxford- 


Robert Harcourt, Knight of the Bath 1405, 
and Banneret 1497, Son of Sir John, and Anne 
Daughter of Sir John Norris. He was Stand- 
ard-beater to King Henry the Seventh at the bat- 
tle of Boſworth. 5 rom 55 ee at Stanton 
Harcourt. N 

Frederick, ſecond Son of Sir Simon Harcourt. 

Under theſe, ſix tinted drawings by Dobbins, 
of the Porter's Lodge, the domeſtic Chapel, the 


old Kitchen, and 08 1 reh zr. Stanton 
Harcourt. 


A View of the remains of the Hall of the Ar- 


chiepiſcopal palace of Mayfield in ene by 
Lambert: a preſent from Miſs Hay. 


The remains of the Caſtle of St. Sauveur le 


Vicomte in Normandy, one of the moſt ancient 


poſſeſſions of the Harcourts in that province, and 
ſtill poſſeſſed by the eldeſt branch of the family, le 
Marquis de Harcourt: it was the ſeat of Geoffrey 
de Harcourt, who made ſo conſpicuous a figure in 
„ | the 


We 2 0 

the reign of King Edward the Third: draw after 
nature by the Duke de Harcourt. 

Over one door Elizabeth, eldeſt Daughter of the 
Hon. Simon Harcourt, by Zeeman. 

Over the other Anne, eldeſt Daughter of Sion, 
firſt Viſcount Harcourt, wife to John Barlow, Eſq. 
of Slibech in err ee . yy Kneller. cs! 


TY PE; 


THE KING'S BED CHAMBER. 


32 feet + by 20 feet 6, and 14 jon 4 inches high. 


On either fide of che Bed, the . on Queen, 
by Hunneman, after n preſents from 
their Majeſties. 

Over the chimney-piece, which was defaned 
by Stuart, Simon Lord Harcourt, Lord Chancellor, 
only Son of Sir Philip, by Kneller. 

On one ſide Simon Earl Harcourt, in the 
Royal Robes, as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; the 
Head by Hunter of Dublin, the Fi iure by Dough- 
ths 

On the other 2 eldeſi * of Sir Wal- 
ter Harcourt; he was the principal adventurer with 
Sir Walter Raleigh, in his voyage to Guinea, and 
at his own expence built and fitted out three, ſhi ips 
for that expedition, by which, and by his coſtly 
buildings at Ellen-Hall, he diſſipated a large pro- 
perty, and was obliged to ſell the antient T 
eſtates in Stafford and Berkſhire, | 


mm 


O ihe 


/ 
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1 11 Oppoſite to theſe, | 
ID, Ribects Daughter 'and heir of Charles Cams 
borne de Baſs, of Pipwell Abbey in the county of 
Northampton, by Mary, Daughter and co-heir of 
Sir Samuel Moyer, Bart, Wife to Simon Earl 
Harcourt, by Knaptoͤon.1 
Frances, Daughter of Geoffrey Vaud? fourth 
Son of John Earl of Oxford, and Siſter to Sir 
Francis and Horace Lord Vere of ber * 
to Robert Harcourt. | 


At the lower amt of the room, 


Simon, only Son of Simon firſt Viſcount Har- 
court, painted at Paris by le Bel; it belonged to 
Mr. Prior, who at his death bequeathed it to Lord 
Harley. 

Mary, eldeſt Daughter of William Danby, Eſq. 
of Swinton in Yorkſhire, Wife to General the 
Hon. William Harcourt, by Opie, after Sir Jo- 
ſhua Reynolds. 


Under theſe, 


Anne Daughter of William, fourth Lord Pa- 
get, wife to Sir Simon Harcourt, married ſec ond- 
ly to Sir William Waller; by Mrs. Beale. — 

The Right Hon. Sir Simon Harcourt, in a Ro- 
man habit, eldeſt Son of Robert: governor of 
Dublin in the year 1642, killed at the ſiege of 
Carrickmain 1643; a fine and highly finiſhed 
Portrait, by Mirevelt. 

Over one door, Sir Philip Harcourt, eldeſt Son 
of Sir Simon, by Gogain, after Mrs, Beale, 

Weng 7 Over 
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was a priſoner in Loch Leven, in the poſſeſſion 


Over the other, Anne his Wife, Daughter of 
Sir William Waller ; after Mrs. * by the 
lame hand, & 50 


"THE QUEEN'S DRESSING ROOM. 


e the chimney a Turkiſh army on its march 
in Egypt, by Wyck. ' 

On one ſide of the chimney * James the 
firſt, by Marc Garrard. 

On the other Lettice, Daughter and co-heir of 
Henry, ſon of Sir Francis Knollis, Knight of the 


bay kh Wife to William, fourth Lord Paget. 


Under them, „ 


A Battle piece, by Wyck. 

A Landſeape, with gerede by Solomon Rugl. 
daal. 

| Oppoſite the chimney. 

Mary Queen of Scots, in an ebony frame, with 
this inſcription in gilt letters upon it. 

Mary Queen of Scots, and Dowager of France, 
=t. 25. born Dec. 14. an. I 542. murdered, Feb. 
8. 1587. | 


— Tunscence pants Wan | 
PFalſe accuſation bluſh.”  /SHAKSPEAR, 


From the undoubted original, 557 when ſhe 
of 
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of the Earl of Morton, in whoſe family it has 
continued ſince that time. 

A piece of Ruins, with a View of Rene in the 
diſtance. 

A Sea-Port, with a ruined Tower, both of them 
by Tempeſta da Gena. 

Under them a Farm Yard, by Murillo, fred 
the collection of Mr. Bagnolss. 

A Woman on horſeback, with ſeveral kgures 
and various animals, a pleaſing picture, by Veat- 
brane” 

Oppoſite the window, 

Elizabeth, Daughter of King James the firſt, 
Electreſs Palatine, and Queen of Bohemia, by 
Hondthurſt: a 9 7755 from her to Sir Simon 
Harcourt. 

Nicholas Fullar, a noted Puritegical lawyer, 
who died in priſon, 1619, by Mare Garrard. 

Sir Francis Walſingham. 

Two ſmall Sea- pieces, by Bonaventure Peters, 

A view of the Temple of Veſta, at Tivoli, and + 

A view of the . at rr by Gaſ- 
paro Occhiali. 

A beautiful head of a Cupid in hep ep by 
Miſs Read; a preſent from her. 

An old Man's head, ditto, by Lutterel. 
Over the doors, | 

| Henrietta Jane Speed, MN to the Count de 
View by Falconet., 

George Buſſy gene een fourth Earl of Jerliey, 
by Brompton. 57 3201 
On 


„„ 
On one ſide of the window, 

A Nola ph and Satyr, after Jordaens. 

A ſilver Cenſer, a Medal, and a Pearl Neck- 
lace, by Roeſtraten. 

A Landſcape, by Wotton. _ 

Flemiſh Peaſants playing at ninepins ; School 
of Teniers, a preſent from Het Wen Highneſs 
the Princeſs Auguſta. | 

On the other ſide, 


Margaret, Daughter of Sir William Waller, by 
his firſt Wife Jane, Daughter and heir of Sir Ri- 
chard Reynell, of Ford, Devon; Wife to Sir Wil- 
liam Courtenay of Powderham Caſtle. 
Anne of Denmark, King James the. + 4 irſt's 
Queen, by Vanſomer. 

een aghtherdide, 5: an 

A ante by ate a preſeat from, Sir 
| John Bla quiere. 

A Sea: ſtorm, by Scotts. 1 2 . from hr 
Reo! Highneſs Maria Ducheſs of Glouceſter. 

Chriſt, with St. John playing with a Lamb, by 
a Scholar of Rubens. 


THE KING'S DRESSING & ROOM. 


Over the — Sunk Inanings, Wife of 
John firſt Duke of Marlborough, by Kneller ; 
a ie wok from her to the firſt Lord Harcourt, 

15 On the ſide, 

| Elizabeth, wth Daughter of Simon Ea. Har- 

court, 


1 
court, Wife to Sir William Lee, Bart. of Hart- 
well in Buckinghamſhire ; by Miſs Read. 

Mary le Pel, Wife of John Baron Hervey of 
Ichworth, eldeſt Son of John, firſt Earl of Briſtol, 
of that family; painted at Paris, by la Tour. A 
preſent from the Hon. Horace Walpole. 

A very curious antient picture, of the Court of 
Wards and Liveries, with portraits of the Offi- 
cers, Servants, and other perſons there aſſembled: 
the inſcription on a piece of decayed paper at the 
back of it, is verbatim the ſame as the latter part 
of the deſcription at the bottom of the print en- 
graved by Vertue, and the writer of it (whoſe 
ſignature is J. Fiſh) adds, © I am told that this 
picture was engraved by Vertue: this, however, 
is a miſtake, as the print was taken from a paint- 
ing in water colours, on a ſkin of parchment, in 
the poſſeſſion 'of the Duke of Richmond: from 
which circumſtance it is highly probable, that 
this was the original, as it is uſual to copy in wa- 
ter colours from pictures in oil, but very rarely, 
if ever, are the latter copied from the former. 

A ſmall Head of ona de Maintenon, by 
Mignard. 

Oppoſite the window, 
A Sea-Port, with antique I, and fi- 


gures, by Jan Maot. 
On one ſide, the Caſcade of Temi, by Ori- 


zonti. 


On the other, Architecture, with figures, by 
Viviani. 
Under 


1 
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The Duke of Schombers a 15 painted Head, 
. Kneller. 

Sir Samuel Moyer, Bart, very good, by Ryley. 

Ferdinand, Infant of Spain, and Cardinal, Go- 
vernor of the Netherlands, by Hanneman ; from 

the collection of the Viſcounteſs Galway. | 
A beautiful and highly finiſhed portrait of the 
Ducheſs of Fontanges, reclining on a bank in a 
Garden, by Mignard, rare. 
| Montagne, by Jannet, a curious portrait. 

H. R. H. William Henry Duke of Glou- 
ceſter, in the Garter Robes, by Opie; a preſent 
from the Duke. 

Frederick the firſt King of Prudtha, i in crayons. 

A Herdſman with Cattle, by Karel du Jardin, 
from the collection of Mr. Bagnols. 

Georgiana, Daughter of the Right Hon. Ste- 


2 phen Poyatz, Wife to John firſt Earl Spencer; 


by Gogain after Ganeſborough. _ 
Richard Grenville (afterwards Earl Temple) 
at the age of 19, by Roſalba: a legacy from Anna 


Chamber, Counteſs Temple. 


A Landſcape, by Karel du Jardin, 


On one fide of the Window, 
Lady Moyer, in the character of It. Cathe- 


rine. 
Mr. Joliffe, her F EY by Sir Peter Lacks 
A drawing of a Pedlar Girl, by the Queen. 


Sir 
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Sir Philip Sydney when very young; painted 
upon ſilver : a preſent from H. R. H. the Prin- 
ceſs Auguſta. \ 

Mrs. Henrietta "= Daughter of William 
Hay, Eſq. of Glynbourn, Suſſex ; the ingenious 
author of the 27 on AN and other 
works. 13 


| 61 On the other fide; 
Giles Bruges, third Lord Chandos: a pre- 
ſent from the Hon, Horace Walpole; it came 
from Weſton, Mr. Sheldon's. The dreſs is Fe= 
markable, 

A Portrait, unknown, fine. 

A Landſcape, by Wotton. 


Eraſmus, after e in crayons, by Lut- 
terel. 


Mr. Addiſon, in crayons. 


Over the door, 


Mx. Witham, 2 fine half length, my Comeliu 
Janſen. | 


- THE TAPESTRY ROOM, 


A room, 25 by Ic, 1 I 5 high, was added 
in the year 1787 to Lord Harcourt's apartment 
for the reception of the Sheldon Maps. This 
very curious Tapeſtry, of which Mr. Gough in 
his Topographical Antiquities gives the following 
defcri e came from Weſton in Warwick- 

ſhire, 
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ſhire, and was a preſent from the Hoa: Horace 
Walpole, afterwards-Earl of Orford. 
<« Three large maps of Warwick, Oxford, and 
Worceſterſhire, near 80 feet ſquare ; by Fran- 
cis and Richard Hicks: this firſt of them has this 
inſcription in capitals, adorned with bears. War- 
wickſhire, ſo named as well of the Saxons, as of 
us at this daye, it is divided in two parts by the 
river Avone ronninge through the mideſt. The 
one is called Feldon, the other Woodland. The 
moſt memorable towns in the F eldons, are Le- 
mington, taking the name of the river Leame, 
where a ſalt well ſpringeth. Ichinton and Har- 
bury, betwene which two Townes Fermandus the 
Son of Kinge Offa was ſlayn; a man of ſingular 
vertue, and buried in his father's: palace, called 
Ofchurch. The Woodland being the north part, 
and the greater was by an auncient name called 
Arden, which fignifieth a wood. In the middle of 
this region ſtandeth Coventre, ſo called of the 
Covente of Monkes, a citie in times paſt populus 
and riche by the trade of clothing and making of 
cappes: near Coventre on the eaſt part, is Cale- 
don, the auncient ſeat of the Lorde Segrave, from 
whom it is deſcended to the Barons of Barkley, 
by the Mowbraies, Dukes of Northfolke. Weſt- 1 
ward from Coventre, ſtandeth the caſtle of Kenel- 
worth, compaſſed about with a great pool, firſt 
buildid by Jeffrey Clinton, Chamberlayne to 
Kinge Henre the Firſt: about v miles from 


thenee ſtandeth Warwicke, called by the Bry- 
a taines 
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taines Caer Guarvick, which ſignifieth a place of 
defence, whear is a caſtle of great force, builded 
by the Romanes. William the Conqueror or- 
deyned x11 Burgeſſes in Warwicke, to attende on 
him in his warres. Near unto Warwicke, is 
Guyes cliffe, a place of wonderful pleaſure, whear 
Guye of Warwicke builded a chapel, and was 
there buried. Read W. omen, his diſcription of 
Bri.” 
a the oppoſite corner are the arms of Eng- 
land, ſupported by a Lion and Griffin; at another 
corner, the arms of Sheldon with ſix quarterings; 
and at the fourth, the compaſſes and ſcale of miles, 
with the date 1588, which was diſcovered ſince 
this tapeſtry was cleaned and reſtored. | 

The ſecond Map has this inſcription : Oxonii 
et Berceriæ comitatus locupletati per Franciſcum 
Hickes. The arms here are Sheldon, impaling ar- 
gent ſix lioncels rampant ſable. This compre- 

| hends part of Bucks, Herts, Bedfordſhire, Mid- 
dleſex, Wilts, Warwickſhire, e re, 
and other bordering Counties. 

The third is intitled, Wigorn. com. orugle. 
tata, Ric. Hykes, bordered by part of Hereford, 
Stafford, Northampton, Oxfordſhire, and all War- 
wickſhire. Sheldon here impales the quarterings 
as before, and here is alſo this ſingle coat, argent 
a feſs between three Pears fable (the arms of the 
city of Worceſter). The compaſs in this exactly re- 
ſembles that in Saxton's Kent and other maps. In 
e m_ the PI county is bounded by a 


a ſtrong 
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ſtrong hie of red: the principal rivers and Arcarhs 


are marked blue, «he hills, clumps. of trees, and 
even wind-mills (particularly one of the latter, 
which ſtood within memory before the houſe) are 
expreſſed. The names of the counties are in Italic 
capitals; thoſe of towns, not always well ſpelt. 
Rollright has eight pyramidical ſtones, and a wind- 
mill. Ricot is repreſented as a Caſtle with ſeve- 
ral towers. If theſe maps are not copied from 
Saxton, their large ſcale, and minute detail, is an 
improvement on the firſt effort of map- making 
among us, and it would be well worth while to 
compare them. Nor is this their only merit ; ; they 
are the earlieſt ſpecimens of tapeſtry weaving in 
England, which was firſts introduced by William 
Sheldon, in the reign of Henty the Eighth ; and it 


is not improbable that he intended to unite the 


memorial of two new diſcoveries. The ipeiling 
favours of Flemiſh Artiſts.” 


To the above deſcription by Mr. Gough, may 


be added, that the beacons then exiſting are repre- 


ſented in theſe maps, as are likewiſe the ſeveral 


parks and bridges, and of the latter, thoſe which 
are built with ſtone, are diſtinguiſhed from thoſe 


which are of wood. Woodſtock park alone 
among the many fimilar incloſures in Oxfordſhire | 


and the other counties, is hes e as ond. 
ed with a ſtone wall. | 

The Frize of this room is divided into com- 
partments, in which are inſerted Gothic ſhields, 
bearing upon them the arms of the Harcourt fa- 


8 mily, 


2 


3 
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mily, Kom its origin an. 876, with its, = Feſpcftive 
matches in their proper colours; and in gencalo- 
gical order, alternately with the Vernon knot. 
Over the doors are two curious and very an- 
tient whole length pictures of St. Catherine, and 
of a male ſaint; they were the two. p Tong” doors 


of an altar piece. 


Over the glaſs are the arms of the Hon. Ho- 
race Walpole, with the date 1787, the year in 


which the room was built. 
In the two round pannels, are the arms of Ro- 


bert Harcourt, Knight of the Garter, in the reign 


of Edward the Fourth, 1463. And thoſe of Ro- 
bert his grandſon, Knight of the Bath 1405. 

In each angle of the ceiling i is a knight in Ar- 
mour, and a horſe capariſoned according to an- 
cient uſage, repreſenting four of the Harcourts, 


who, by marriage added large . to the fa- 


mily poltetions. 


Over the door, 
Robert Harcourt, impaling Camvil, 1202. 
Oppoſite to it, | 


W. Harcourt Noel, 1209 :.8 
Left of the windows, Sir Richard Wen- 


de Quincy, 1250. 
Right of ditto. Sir Chriltopher Harcourt 
S:apletorks 1474. 


* 


= Shields 


*»& 
; J. f a Py 
* 


1 2 


gouges. 


e 1 


Sbields i. in mne Frize, beginning on the leſe as 
you enter the room. 
1. Bernard the Dane, an. 876 rwe 4. 


| Bourgoyne. 


2. Torf Lord of Torvills——Ertemberg de 
Briquebec. 6 
35 Turcheti Lord of Tarcherille=—Adelin 
de Montfort. 
4. Anchetil Lord of Harcourt— Eva te 
Boiſſy le Chartel. | 7 
5. Robert Lord of Harcourt—Colede @Ar- 


6. William Lord of Hare ee ies 
boiſe. TEASS ; 


7. Ivo GR ſecond 808 


8. Robert de Hareourt 3 Daughter 
and. heir of Richard de Camvil. 


9. William de Hareourt- W N and co- | 


heir of Thomas Noel. 


10. Sir Richard Arabella, Daughter of 


Sayer de Quincy, Earl of Wincheſter. 


1 1. Sir Willam-—-Hillaria, Daughter of Hen- 
ry Lord Haſtings. : 

22. Sir Richard—Margaret, Daughter and 

co-heir of John Lord Beke. : 
13. Sir ppm On Daughter of Eudo le 
Zouch. 
44. Sir 0 Daughter of Richard 
Lord Pw of Codnor. ; 
: 15. Sir 


U * ] 


15. Sir — ep of — 
bert Lord Grey, of Rotherfield. 

16. Sir. ee ren Daughter of Sir 
Roby Frauncis. | 

17. Sir Robert, K. nne Danberr 
of Sir John Byron. 

18. Sir Robert, K. B.——Agnes, Daughter of 
Thomas Lymbrake. 

19. Sir Richard Edith, Daughter and heir 
of Sir Thomas S. Clare. 

20. Sir Chriſtopher Joan, Daughter and 
co-heir of Sir Miles Stapleton. 

21. Sir Simon——Agnes, Daugbter of The- 
mas Darell. 

22. Sir John Margaret, Daughter and co- 
heir of Sir William Barentyne. < 
2 8x Simon Margaret, Daughte of Sir 
Edward Aſton. - . 

24. Sir Walter Dorothy, Daughter of Wil. | 
liam Robinſon. 
Gs Robert Frances, Daughter of Geoffrey 
Vere. 

2056. Sir simon — Anne, Daughterof William 

Lord Paget, 

27. Sir Philip——Anne, Daughter of Sir Wil- 
lam Waller. | 

228. Simon, Viſcount; Harcourt——Rebecca, 

Dat of Rev. Thomas Clark. e 

29. Hon. Simon FHarcourt Elizabeth, 
Daughter of John Evelyn. 55 \ 
D 2 30. 81. 
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13.30 Simon, Grit Ear Rebecca, Daughter 
and heir of Charles Samborne le Baſs. . 
31. George Simon, ſecond Earl— Elizabeth, 


| Daughter of ene ß Lord nne. 
On the 2 fide, Weit at the left 


Collateral branches married to heireſſes. 6 
Roll de Harcourt——Roeſlia, Daughter and 


heir of William Peverell. 

Simon de Harcourt -Adeline, Daughter 450 
heir of Olbert de Arden. - 

Sir Robert de Harcourt——Dionilia, Daughter 
and heir of Henry Pipard. 
> Sir Henry— Emma, Daughter and heir of 
William Maunſel. 5 


Sir Richard Joan, Daughter and beir ef 
Sir William Shareſhull. 

Michael —— — Daughter and heir 4 — 
Tylney. 
Philip Elizabeth, 8 and heir of 
Timothy Woodrofte. | 

* Elizabeth, Daughter and heir of Sir 
Richard Anderſon. 
Henry Frances, Daughter and heir of Na- 

thaniel —_— - 


Collateral matches of the principal Line. 
Sir William Alice, Ken of Allen le 


lb furſt Wife | Us 4 
N Sir 


= * | — <4 
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Sir John — Alice, Daughter of Peter Corbet, 
ſecond Wife. 

Sir Richard Eleanor, Daughter of Sir Ro- 

ger Lewknor, ſecond Wife. 


Sir Simon — Grace, Daughter of . 1 


Fitz-Herbert, ſecond Wife. 5 

Sir Simon — Jane, Daughter of Sir William 
Spencer, third Wife. 

Robert Elizabeth, Daughter of John Her- 
bert, firſt Wife. 

Sir Philip Elizabeth, Daughter and heir of 
John Lee, ſecond Wife. 

Simon, firſt Viſcount Elizabeth, Daughter 
of Richard Spencer, ſecond Wife. 

Simon, firſt Viſcount Elizabeth, Daughter 
of Sir Thomas Vernon, third Wife, : 


— 


D 3 Over 


E 


Over the Windows, 
FEatls of Mellent, Leiceſter and Warwick, deſcended from 


Roger de Beaumont, great 
ar Grandſon of Bernard — . Earl of ** 


e Dane. 


Aa 


Adeline Siſter and heir to 


— 


Robert de n 1 


of Mellent and Leiceſter. | 


Elizabeth, Dans ghter | of 
Hugh Earlof Vermandois ; 


of Mellent, Grandſon to 
Robert Earl of Mellent and 
Leiceſter, and Son of Wal. 
leran Earl of: W cecelter. 


Hi 


Robert de Harcourt. Joan, Dede amd at 
Fs length heir to Rohert Earl 
of Mellent. 


| Robert de Beauthongy Earl Maud, Daughter and co- 


heir to Reginald Earl of 
Cornwall, natural Son to 
King Henry * | 


125 B de . Earl == Margaret, Siſter to Rotroc 


of: Warwick. 204 4 Earl of Perche. 


Roger Earl of ENV arwick. „ Gundreda, Daughter of 
William Earl of Warren, 
by Gundreda, Siſter to Wil- 


liam the Conqueror. 
. 


2 Walleran Farl of War- = Alice, Daughter of Robert 
wick, 55 de Harcourt. 
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1 ars 1 
| " with Sovereign Houſes. 


1 ſeconck Baron of Harcourt, 1288— : 


Agnes of Lorraine. 
John, third Ce 
Lady of Arſcot. 


John, fifth Count, I 3 OLA * TE" of renalen, * 


Counteſs of Aumalle, Princeſs of Caſtile. ' 
John, ſixth Coney I 374 — Catherine de 
Bourbon. | 


John, ſeventh Count, I 380——Mary of Alen- 


on. 
Mary Counteſs of Witcourt and Aumalle, in 


| her own right, 1430. great great Grandmother of 
Henry IV. King of F rance——Anthony of Ler- 


rain, Count of Vaudemont, 


* 


un 51 #302——Alicia x Brabant, 
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" WRITTEN AT NUNEHAM-. 


a. 


* * 
N * * 
. 
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> LINES, 


Leſt! t in the Flower-Garden, by the late Dr. Bacon, 
Author of the Snipe, &c. 


Could Milton be reſtor'd to fight, + - + 
He might at good Lord: Nunchart's colt | . 

See here, with exquiſite delight, 1 
ene His Adam Laſts, | E. Y . 5 

hege for a Tree on the bene 


EF 6m 


12 Thing nl — by 1 Wk * 
1 In 


of Eab's tree It was planted by one Barbara Wyat, who was ſo 
much attached to it, that on the remoyal of the village of Nune- 
Hham- Courten , to where it is now built, the earneſtly intreated 
that the might rr remain in her old habitation." Her requeſt 


was * vic: and her cottage not pulled down till after her 


death + | $ 
| LE . * Here, 


p- 


- 
bas 
A 


* . tree = Den to the country people bythe name 


of ruſtic beauty low *% 
And faſt 2 5 It did hef cottage ange nk. 
| 55 When age had cloath'd thi matro? s head with ſnow, 
I 0o her, long us'd to Nature's ſimple ways, 
. This ſingle ſpot was happineſs complete . 
N 1 could ſhield her from the noon- tide blaze, . Fs 
* from the tempeſt ſcreen her little ſeat. FL % 6. 


— . — 
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Here, with her Colin oft the faithful maid 
| Had led the dance, the envious youths among: 


Here, when his aged bones in earth were, laid, 


The patient matron turn'd her wheel and ſung. 
dhe felt her loſs; yet felt it as ſhe ought, 
Nor dar'd gainſt Nature's general law exclaim 
But check'd her tears, and to her children taught 


That well known truth, „ their lot would be the ſame. . 


Tho' Thames before her flow'd, his farther ſhores _ 
She ne'er explor'd contented with her own, 
And diſtant Oxford, tho' ſhe ſaw its towers, 
To her ambition was a world unknown. 
Did dreadful tales the clowns from market E 
- Of kings, of tumults, and the courtier train, * 
She coldly liſten'd with unheeding ear, 
And good Queen Anne, foraught ſhe car'd, mightreign, 
The ſun her day, the ſeaſons mark*d her year, BY 
She toil'd, the flepe, from cate, from envy free, 


For what had ſhe to hope, or what to fear, 


Bleſs'd with her cottage and her fav'rite tree. 


| Hear this, ye greab, whoſe proud polſeſſions ſpread. 


O'erearth's ri Tace to no ſpace confin d z 
Ve learn'd in arts, in men, in manners reads.” ie , - 
Who boaſt as Wide an empire o er the minds, * 
With reverence, viſit her auguſt domain 
To her unletter rd memꝰ ry bow the knee; 
She found that happineſs you ſeek in vain, 


. - Bleſs with a cottage, and a fingle tree. L 75 


bk 


To Gratitude, left in the Grows a. Flower- 
Garden, 1776. 


© © Goddeſs, to ths) we e conſcerate this Grat, 2 S, 


Here fix thy throne, and bleſs the favour'd ſpat; 
What though we deck with wreaths fair Flora's bowery 
ns hail with tuneful ſongs the Delian * | 


1 To. 


AL 288 31 


To Pan, to 1 rural altars raiſe, N b 

And bid the Cyprian ſhrine with incenſe blazes... | 

Give to the Sage the honour due, or mourn 

With pious friendſhip o'er yon ſacred Um; 

Yet ſtill, bright Nymph, be thine the warmeſt praiſe, 

The ſweeteſt garlands, and the ſofteſt lays. 

Come, with thy glowing cheek, thy tearfull eyes 

3 Thy ſmile half check'd, thy foul diſſolving ſigh; 
Thuy faultering voice, thy throbbing heart, and teach 
be = Virtues : which s haſt ene to reach. 8 


ai 


To Oberon, written in thi Flower 51777. 


Oh FRY whins with thy airy train 
Our Shakeſpear ſung in wildeſt ſtrain i 
Sweet Oberon, once more to thee, 5 
A ſuppliant mortal bends the knee: | 
If (as tis faid) thy magick powers 
Extend o'er herbs, and plants, and tower; 
Ah viſit this enamel'd ground, © 
And wave thy fairy wand around; FOR 
Bid every noxious vapour fly, 
With balmy zephyrs warm the ſky; 
Cloſe every bud of baleful hue, 
And purify the eyening dev. 
That roſe- lipp'd health with frolick mien, 
Like thee may trip the circled green; 
And bring with her the heart's beſt treaſure, 
Calm delight and focial pleaſure; 
And if there be yet a bleſſing 
Worth defiring, worth poſſeſſing, 
Gentle Spirit, let thy power 
Charm it to this fragrant bower ; 
And then command thy Elfin bands” 
To clip Time's wings, and bind his kale, 
That every joy may ling'ring ſtay, 
Nor dread his ſcythe's too powerful ſway. 


— 


So may br. ght Cynthia's ſilver ray 

Illume the non of fairy day; - 
So may no ſtep cr eye prophane 

Diſturb the revels of thy train 

So may each bloc ming flower diffuſe, 

For thee, its moſt nectareous dews z 
And bees their honied tribute bring 
To Oberon, the Fairy King. 


On the improvements at Nuneham-Courtenay, 
by Mr. Whitehead, 1781. 


Dame Nature the goddeſs, one very bright day 

In ftrolling thro". Nuncham, met Brown on the way 5 

And bleſs me, ſhe ſaid, with an inſolent ſneer, 

I wonder that fellow will dare to come here. : 

What more than I did, has your impudence plann'd ? 

The lawn, wood, and water, are all of my hand 

In my very beſt manner, with Themis's ſcales, _ . 

I lifted the hills, and I ſcoop'd out the vales; 

With Sylvan's own umbrage I grac'devery brows, 

And pour'd the rich Thames thro? the meadows below. 

I grant it, he cried ; to your ſoy reign command, 

I bow as I ought—Gentle Lady, your hand; my 

The weather's inviting, ſo let us move on; 
Vou know what you did, and now ſee what I've PAM 

I with gratitude own you have reaſon to plead, 7 

That to theſe happy ſcenes you were bounteous indeed: 

My lovely materials were many and great ! 

(For ſometimes, you know, I'm oblig'd to create). 

But ſay in return, my adorable dame, 

To all you ſee here, can you lay a juſt claim ? 


Were there no lighter parts, which you finiſh'd in haſte, 


Or left, like a friend, to give ſcope to my taſte ? 
That ſweet flowing outline, that ſteals from the view, 
Who drew o'er the furface, did I, or did you ? > 


The 


I 
The ſoft undulations both diſtant and near, 
That heave from the lawns, and yet ſcarcely appear? 
(So bends the ripe harveſt the breezes beneath, 
As if earth was in ſlumber, and gently took breath.) 
Who thinn'd, and who grou oh 1 who ſcatter'd thoſe 


trees? | 
Who bade the ſlopes fall with that aclicate eaſe, 


38 Who caſt them in ſhade, and who plac'd them in light, 


Who bade them divide, and who bade them unite? 
The ridges are melted, the boundaries gone: 
Obſerve all theſe chan ges, and candidly own 
I have cloth'd you when naked, and, when overdreſt, 
I have ftripp'd you again, to your boddice and veſt, 
ConceaP'd ev'ry blemiſh, each beauty diſplay” d, 
As Reynolds would picture ſome exquiſite maid, 
Each ſpirited feature would happily place, 
And ſhed o'er the whole inexpreſſible grace. 
One queſtion remains. Up the green of yon ſteep, 
Who threw the bold walk with that elegant ſweep? f 
— There is little to ſee, till the ſummit we gain; 
Nay, never draw back, you may climb without pain, 
And, I hope will perceiye how each object is caught, 
And is loſt in exactly the paint where it ought, * 
That ground of your moulding is certainly fine, 
But the ſwell of that knoll, and thoſe op*nings are mine. 
The proſpe&, wherever beheld, muſt be good, 
But has ten times its Rinks, when, you burſt from this 
wood, _ * 
A wood of my planting. The Goddeſs cried, hold? 2 
"Tis grown very hot, and *tis grown very cold: 
She fann'd, and ſhe ſhudder'd, ſhe cough'd, and ſhe ſneez'd, 
Inclin'd to be angry, inclin'd to be pleas'd, 
Half fimil'd, and half pouted - theu turn'd from the view, 
And dropp'd him a curtſey, and: bluſhing withdrew. 
Yet ſoon recollecting her thoughts as ſhe paſs'd, 
&« I may have my revenge on this fellow at laſt; 


7 


58 HP | te For 
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« For a lucky conjecture comes into my head, 
That whate'er he has done, and whate'er he has ſaid, 


The world's little malice will balk his deſign: 


Each fault they'll call his, and each excellence mine.” 


Written in that part of the Park at Nuneham, 


in which the prizes of Induſtry are annually i diſtri- 


buted, La By the Rev. George Richards. 


I. 
On this green hill * opening lawn, 
May Nature all her ſweets diſplay, 
The brighteſt bluſh of early dawn, | : 
. On „ brnron tf 
In e = Virtooholy made, 
The kindling ſouls of youth aſpire; 
And this green hill and ſilent ſhade, 
* touch the ruſtic * with fire. 


1 
For here at eve with lingering feet, 
The village maid fhall penſive ſtray; 
And feel her artleſs boſom beat 
Jo bear the ſimple palm away. 
n e IV. 5 
From diſtant vales and hamlets green, 
His riſing race the parent leads, 
Points to the conſecrated ſcene, | 
And wakes the love of virtuous deeds. 
| V. | 
From cluſter'd towers, and glittering ſpies, 
That proud on Iſis banks appear, 
The eye returns with foften'd fires, 
And melting loves to linger here, 


VI. If 


: [ "68 Þ: 

If cer, as Bard; have ſung, the dead 

Returning roam this nether PREV] 5 
Spirits in pureſt virtue bred, 

May hold aerial vigils here. 

0 VEE: 3 

Oer yonder elm bright Heſper gleams, 

Ev'n now they leave their earthy cell, 


And haunt, beneath his dewy beams, 
The ſcenes they loy'd in life ſo well. 


tn, 
To the Memory of the Rev. William Maſon, 
Written in the Flower-Garden, 1787. 


By Sir Brooke Boothby, Bart. 


Theſe roſeate howers, theſe ſun-bright glades, 
A Poet's eye defign'd ; PF ? 
Bade yon dark paths through tufted ſhades 1 
In leafy labyrinths wind: 
He found undreſt the ruſtic child 
Of lovely form, neglected, wild, 
And modeſt weeds,” well-ſuited gave, 
No art conceals her genuine face, 
Her airy ſtep, her ſimple grace, 
No pedant rules enſlave. 


Here the gay warbler ſwells his throat, 
Rejoicing in the ſpringnʒ #4 

Tunes to his mate the love-taught note, . 
Or woos on tranſient wing; | 

Here Queen of Nature's faircſt reign, 

Pleas'd Flora leads her Iaughing train, 

Freſh from the dewy lap of May : 

Or wrapp'd in fragrant ſlumber lies, | | 

Or waking ſpreads her golden eyes, | 208; | 
Jo drink the orient ray. 


With 
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With all the pride of ſummer crown'd, 


This little Eden „„ 


And memory o'er the hallow'd ground 


A mellower luſtre throws; 
Friends, who to weep his loſs remain, 
And youths enamour'd of his ſtrain 
To Maſon's ſhrine by fancy led, 


Oft in yon ſhadowy cave are ſeen, 


Oft pacing ſlow theſe allies green, 
With ſoft and penſive tread. 


Oft at high noon, the liſtening ear, 


While ſtillneſs breathes around, 
Aerial harpings ſeems to hear, 
Of more than mortal ſound; 


When evening ſheds her grateful gloom, 


To bend upon this vacant tomb, 
Sweet melancholy ſteals along, 
Sighs to the breeze in murmurs low, 


Or pours a deeper note of woe 


On Philomel's iad ſon g· 


Bleſt Poet, of a happier age! 


Though mute thy tuneful lay, 
Long ſhall ſurvive thy ſacred page 
Beyond life's little day; 
Smote by rude time, in tangles torn 


| When theſe forſaken groves ſhall mourn, 
No more reſponſive to thy praiſe ES 


Thy moral pure, thy lofty ſtrain, 
Shall o'er the maddening paſſions reign, 
The foul to virtue raiſe, 


Th YE << 


Extract from a \ MS. in the Bodleian Library Be: es 
ſpecting Carfax. | 


This conduit was erke in the year 1610, by 
Otho N icholſon, M. A. of Chriſt Church, the 
building thereof, with the charge of bringing the 
water through pipes from the conduit houſe near 
Hinckſey, coſt two thouſand five hundred pounds. 
The Founder was afterwards made treaſurer to 
King James 1. He was much ſkilled in the Ori- 
ental tongues, and had travelled abroad into ſeve- | 
ral countries. 5 | 

The building is an exact ſquare. The Arms 
of the Univerſity, City, and Founder are under 
the cornice ; at each corner above it, are placed 
on three ſides of a cube, as many ſun-dials, and 
between each corner is carved a ſort of open 

work, conſiſting of O. N. the initials of the 
Founder's name, in capital letters, with a ſun in 
his glory, and mermaids holding mirrors and 
combs. From the angles of the baſe ſpring four 
arches, which, uniting at the top, ſupport a ſmall 
octagon; beneath it is a ciſtern, over which is 
repreſented Q. Maud, ſiſter to the Emperor, rid- 
ing upon an ox over a ford, in alluſion to the 
name of Oxford. The water being conveyed into 
the ciſtern through the ox, from it proceeds a 
pipe, out of which runs wine upon extraordinary 
days of rejoicing. Above the foot of each arch is 
one of the ſupporters of the Arms of England, 
viz. the Antelope, uſed by K. Hen. VIII, the 
Dragon 


: &S -f # 


1 6 1 


8 Dragon by Q. Eliz. and the Low * line 


as at preſent; each holds in his fore feet a banner, 
containing the quarterings of the Royal Arms. 


Between the ſeveral ſupporters, are various orna- 


ments, ſuch: as boys, obeliſks, &c, upon the out- 
ſide of the arches that ſupport the octagon, are four 


figures, repreſenting the cardinal virtues; and in 
each of its niches is a ſtatue, with a crown of gold 


on the head, and a ſceptre in the hand; they re- 
preſent the ſeven Worthies, with our worthy K. 


James the Firſt, who made up the eighth, and are 


as follows: 1. K. David, 2. Alexander the Great, 


3. Godfrey de Bouillon, 4. Arthuricus, 5. Char- 


lemagne, 6. Hector of Troy, 7. Julius Cæſar. 
Each figure bears upon its arm a ſhield; contain- 
ing his device, or coat of arms. Between the 
niches, are ornaments of women upwards, and 


ſ:ales of fiſh downwards, and beneath them are 


placed interchangeably, the Royal badges of the 


Kingdoms of England, Scotland, France, and 


Ireland. Above the cornice of the dome are ſe- 


veral ſmaller figures repreſenting the liberal ſci- 
ences, one of which is Orpheus with his harp, and 
various muſical inſtruments. On the top of the 
building ſtand two human figures, under a canopy 


back to back, to repreſent Janus; the one is of an 


eld man holding in his left hand a ſhield, whereon 
is carved a bat with wings diſplaced; the other, 
of a. young woman with a ſceptre in her hand; 
above this is a vane, and over that a croſs. 
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N. B. The name of this building is probably a 
corruption of the French words, quatre faces, or 
carrefour, from its ſituation where four ſtreets 
met. It originally ſtood at the end of the High- 
Street in Oxford, and having been taken down 
in the year 1787, was preſented by the Univerſity, 
to Earl Harcourt, who cauſed it to be . in 
its preſent ſituation. 
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